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Providing safe homes, education and counseling to vulnerable children and families

Each year during the holidays, ChildNet’s goal is to 
provide a gift for every child who is receiving a service 
in one of our programs. As ChildNet has grown in the 
number of children we provide services to this goal has 
also grown. This year we had over 1,500 clients that we 
wanted to give a special gift to open over the holidays. 
Our staff members started early this year and got the 
word out to our community that we needed their  
support to make this happen. Just like in years past, 
this year was no different, our friends and supporters 
stepped up to make sure we could reach our goal. Not 
only did we reach our goal, but this year enough gifts 
where collected or purchased so that all of our clients’ 

siblings also received a gift! 
This was a huge task that could have not been accomplished without 
our village of supporters who have a special place in their hearts for  
the vulnerable children ChildNet serves. Numerous individuals made  
donations and several businesses sponsored employee gift drives. For  
example Circle Marina Car Wash asked their customers to get involved 
by hanging children’s wish lists from a Christmas tree. The customer 
would take a wish list and return with the gifts next time they washed 
their car. Gifts came in from high school clubs, basketball camps, local 
service groups, ChildNet employees, family foundations, Long Beach 
Spark of Love toy drive and our Los Angeles County board of supervisor’s 
representative Janice Hahn all contributed, just to name a few. A huge 
THANK YOU to all of you who helped make this year’s gift drive such  
a success.
There are many ways you can help support our mission at ChildNet. 

Attend our upcoming Shining Star Awards Ceremony on May 10th. Last 
year we honored 70th District Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell and our Foster 
Parent of the Year, Amy Burkholder. Remember, you can make a difference in the 
lives of a vulnerable children. For more information on how you can give, please 
contact me, Brett Lewis at (562) 490-7667 or email me at blewis@childnet.net.

Thank You to All of ChildNet’s 
2017 Supporters!!!
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Visit our website at www.childnet.net to keep up-to-date on the happenings at ChildNet!

(L to R) Maria Aguirre, Brett Lewis, Fran MacLain

By Brett Lewis

(L to R) Assemblymember Patrick 
O’Donnell and board member 

Jim Choura

This past May, ChildNet Youth and Family Services, Inc. held its annual 
Shining Star Awards ceremony. The event honors former clients, foster 
parents and individuals within the community who have overcome 
enormous challenges, have gone above and beyond the call of duty for 
others or who have supported vulnerable children and families through 
years of tireless advocacy. 

The event was held at The Reef restaurant overlooking the bay and 
Long Beach skyline, which made the perfect backdrop for live music 

and a silent auction. Braden Phillips 
was the master of ceremonies over an 
amazing wine tasting dinner sponsored by D’Alfonso-Curren Wines.  

This year’s honorees included, Bruce Saltzer, Executive Director of the 
Association of Community Human Service Agencies (ACHSA), for his 
state-wide leadership and advocacy on behalf of at risk youth.  Chance 
and Barbara Walker were honored as ChildNet’s “Foster Parents of the 
Year” for their commitment to their three adopted children and for caring 
for hundreds 
of foster youth 

throughout 
their twenty years with ChildNet.  Jeanette Diaz, 
a former client, earned the night’s “Inspiration 
Award.” Jeannette had an amazing story to tell 
about overcoming her troubled childhood with the 
help of ChildNet’s services, and going on to lead a 
happy life.  She is now a successful bank branch 
manager!  Congratulations to all of the honored 
Shining Stars this year!

Thanks to all of you who supported the event – your generosity and passion 
for ChildNet’s mission made the 2nd annual Shining Star Awards a great 
success!

All proceeds benefited ChildNet’s Educational Supports and Services 
Program. Thank you to our sponsors: Der Manouel 
Insurance Group; R.H. Mason Insurance Services, Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, Norm Wilson 
and Sons, INCO Commercial; Heffernan Group, American 
Business Bank, Harrington Group and One Digital.
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contact me, Brett Lewis at (562) 490-7667 or email me at blewis@childnet.net.
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Visit our website at www.childnet.net to keep up-to-date on the happenings at ChildNet!

(L to R) Maria Aguirre, Brett Lewis, Fran MacLain

By Brett Lewis
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O’Donnell and board member 
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Since 1970, ChildNet Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. has been focused on making a 
positive difference in the lives of those we serve. 
We are driven by our mission to “provide safe 
homes, education and counseling to vulnerable 
children and families”, which is accomplished 
through an array of family-centered, strength-
based programs offered through ChildNet’s 
Continuum of Care. Program services include 
Foster Care, Adoption Services, Behavioral 
Health Services, Wraparound/Family Support, 
Relative Home Assessments and Education 
Support Services. Our organization employs 
nearly 300 staff members who provide high-quality, 
professional treatment services to over 9,000 
individuals in five counties each year – and we 
are continuing to grow!  ChildNet is committed to 
doing whatever it takes to address the ever-
increasing needs, challenges and complex 
issues that far too many children and families are 
facing in our society today. In an effort to meet 
the growing need for services, our organization 
has been busy launching new programs, hiring 
additional staff members and securing additional 
program service-delivery sites.
As I think about the countless number of clients 

positively impacted by ChildNet’s programs this 
past year, there is no doubt that it is our  
exceptional team of staff members who make all 
the difference. These dedicated, compassionate, 
hard-working employees are nurturing people 
who have intentionally selected the helping  
profession as their life’s work, a profession which 

is certainly not for the 
faint of heart. Despite 
the challenging work, 
ChildNet employees 
consistently demonstrate 
a deep passion for the 
mission, genuinely care 
about the clients they 
serve and consistently go out of their way to  
support one another. I am always amazed when 
reminded of the growing number of employees 
who have been with our agency for more than 20 
years!  As the old saying goes, “….it is the 
people who make the place!” What a privilege it 
is for me to work with such a caring group of  
professionals – staff members who truly have a 
heart for helping others. 
I am honored to be at the helm of ChildNet’s 

“vessel of hope”, and am thankful to be sailing 
into this new year with employees who consistently 
shine their bright lights for children and families 
seeking a safe harbor. Under the direction of 
ChildNet’s experienced and compassionate 
Board of Directors, our crew is excited to set sail 
into 2018! Thank you for all your support!

Kathy Hughes
President/CEO
ChildNet Youth and Family Services

ChildNet was awarded the sole assessment contract for Service Plan 
Area 8 (SPA 8), which covers the South Bay to San Pedro, including 
Catalina. The program is designed to assist the Department of Children 
and Family Services in assessing relatives for their suitability and commitment 
to provide a safe, nurturing home for foster children. RHAS helps to minimize 
disruption to the foster child’s life. ChildNet provides relatives with an  
overview of the child welfare process, linkage to information resources,  
conduct home environment assessments, provide training and assists the 
family with retrieval of documents necessary to meet newly established 
California State Resource Family Approval (RFA) requirements.
“Since the majority of foster youth in the child welfare system are living 

with relative caregivers, ChildNet is excited to provide the training and  
support services these families need,” said Kathy Hughes President and 
CEO of ChildNet.
Our new RHAS program has been very successful, in great part due to the dedication of Elena 

Tadd, RHAS Director. Elena is an exceptional leader who has brought a high level of professionalism 
and compassion to the RHAS department. ChildNet is fortunate to have Elena on board!

Dr. Hogrebe, M.D.
Born in St. Louis Missouri, Dr. Hogrebe attended the 

University of Missouri at Columbia for his undergraduate 
degree and medical school. Following medical school, 
Dr. Hogrebe decided to move to Southern California and 
trained in general psychiatry at the University of 
California Irvine School of Medicine. He also completed 
his Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship at UCI.
In 1978, Dr. Hogrebe started working at the Long 

Beach Youth Home, ChildNet’s first program. As the 
organization grew so did his role with the agency. Over 
the nearly 40 years he has provided psychiatric services to children in ChildNet’s care, Dr. Hogrebe’s 
expertise, dedication and commitment have added great value to the organization.
Dr. Hogrebe enjoys swimming in the ocean, hiking, yoga, attending concerts of classical, jazz and 

rock music. He also has been enjoying traveling with his wife throughout the United States and  
internationally. He is a fan of professional sports and particularly enjoys cheering on the Los Angeles 
Lakers. On behalf of all the vulnerable children you have helped through your nurturing rapport and 
expertise, we thank you Dr. Hogrebe. We are forever grateful! 
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Message from the President/ 
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Kathy Hughes, President/CEO

Elena Tadd 
RHAS Director

Dr. James Hogrebe, M.D.
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Fun FactFun Fact
Originally established as Trailback Lodge in 1970, next Long Beach Youth Centers in 1975, 

ChildNet Youth and Family Services, Inc. did not get its current name until 1997.
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In October, my favorite baseball team, the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, made it to the World Series, 
once again demonstrating excellence and taking 
their place amongst the game’s top organizations. 
ChildNet is another elite team of professionals 
that comes to play every day and I have a soft 
spot for them as well. This past year, I’ve had 
the honor to serve as Board Chairman, leading 
our Board of Directors. The board works closely 
with President/CEO Kathy Hughes, CFO Allan 
Greenberg and COO Monica Quinones, with 
Controller Wendy Fies joining our meetings this 
fiscal year.

I’ve used this past year to deepen my knowledge 
and involvement with ChildNet, attending nearly 
every meeting of the five sub-committees. We 
spent many hours working through details 
of the business plan, following a disciplined 
process to chart the future. Our board brings a 
wealth of experience in key aspects of business 
management, finance, real estate, law, education 
and the public sector. We held a Board Retreat 
this year to focus on the big picture issues and 
give them extended time & attention. The board 
team has challenged the C-suite to swing for the 
fence, and we are all excited to hear their ideas 
for continued program growth!

ChildNet excels in all the finer points of helping 
children and families achieve security and 
success. The more I learn about ChildNet’s 
professionals and how they do their work, 
the more of a fan I have become. ChildNet’s 
Continuum of Care includes Relative Home 
Assessment Services, Foster Care, Intensive 
Services Foster Care, Adoptions, Wraparound/
Family Support Services, Behavioral Health 
and Education Support Services. Services are 

delivered in five counties, including Los Angeles, 
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Kern.

Every day is like the World Series to the ChildNet 
Team. It’s winning time through every challenge. 
Some of our most meaningful meetings and 
events have featured ChildNet practitioner staff, 
foster parents and especially young people 
who have shared their experiences. We have 
appreciated the opportunity to meet these 
individuals and learn from their inspiring stories.

I have now turned over the reins to Dr. Erainia 
Freeman. Dr. Freeman has extensive experience 
as a counselor in private practice and as a 
professor at Long Beach City College. I’ve known 
her for many years and have been impressed 
with her dedication and desire to gain and share 
knowledge. Dr. Freeman will do a fantastic job 
leading the ChildNet team as the new Board 
Chairperson!

My Year as ChildNet’s 
Board Chairman by Phil Ramsdale

Introducing Educational Supports 
and Services (ESS) Program

ChildNet, A Partner in Education!
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Introducing Educational Supports 
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ChildNet, A Partner in Education!

ESS is dedicated to providing educational support and coordinated services to at-risk children 
living in foster care who experience difficulties in achieving their academic potential.  
According to a 2013 study, Barrat, V.X., & Berliner, B. (2013). The Invisible Achievement Gap,  
Part 1: Education Outcomes of Students in Foster Care in California’s Public Schools.  
San Francisco: WestEd.
High school students in foster care had the highest dropout rate and lowest graduation rate. 
About 50% of foster youth will graduate high school and less than 9% will graduate college with a 
bachelor’s degree.
Through mutual partnerships with local schools, districts, social workers, mental health providers 
and caregivers, the ESS program will provide educational support with the primary goal of improving 
educational outcomes for children in foster care.  The ESS Program will provide academic counseling, 
enrollment services, tutoring services, advocacy, in-service training and resource linkages to 
caregivers; including educational development, parenting skills and behavior management. 
If you are interested in making a donation in support of this new program service, please contact 
Brett Lewis at blewis@childnet.net.

ChildNet has been a supporting 
partner in the Long Beach 
Unified School District (LBUSD) 
for more than 10 years. What 
started out as a collaboration 
between LBUSD, the Department 
of Mental Health, and eight 
community mental health 
agencies to bring mental health 
services to schools has grown to 
include multiple school districts 
and learning academy sites. 
The focus of the collaborative 
is to make mental health 
services accessible to students 
and families who are experiencing 
emotional or behavioral challenges. 
In addition to providing individual counseling, ChildNet’s clinicians also provide the schools with 
parenting skills workshops, teacher presentations on mental health topics and facilitation of various 
groups held on campus to address specific student needs.  

Dr. Erainia Freeman presents outgoing Chairman 
with an honorary gavel

ChildNet’s Julie Turvey (far left) and Kevin Quinn (far right) present parents at Birney 
Elementary with certificates for completing “Making Parenting A Pleasure” curriculum




